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BOVE * Years ago I confi- 
beds dered theſe Words in more than 
A thirty Diſcourſes on them; and 
e ee vet, perhaps, it will not be amiſs 
o diſcourie on them once more, 
5 icular View to one or two Queſtions, 


which I had no =_ Occaſion. to conſider | 


then. 

+: * are the Scriptures of the Old T amen 
eſpecially, concerning which the Apoſtle here 
Affirms, that they were all given by Inſpiration 


F GOD; for theſe were the only Holy: Scrip- 


_ Fures, which Timothy could have known from 4 

Child, as the Apoſtle, in the Verſe before my 
Text, ſays He did the Scriptures, concernin 5 
which He ſpeaks. 


| The Queſtions therefore which 1 propoſe to 


conſider (by the help of GOD) at this Time ſhall 
be, Whether a Chriftien who believes the divine-In- 


ſoiration of the $ * of the New Teſtament, 


needs 


| 
. 
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ads 4 nale 4 Difficulty about the goin Pires 
tion of the Scripiures of ? ihe Old Teftament ? And 
whether he can have any juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
any Book or Books have been admitted into the Can- 
non of the Old Teftament, which were of mere bu- 
man Compoſition ? Or that any Books written by In- 

ſpiration of GOD have been kept out of the Canon ? 

Theſe are very intereſting Enquiries. And 
whether yon are ſenſible, or not, of any ſpecial 
Reaſon for my now making them, yet I hope 
you will give a very cloſe Attention to what may 
be faid upon them; that you may not be /:ke 
Children toſſed to and fro, and carri ed about 111 th 
every Wind e Doctrine. 

Now I think you will all be able to a 
the: Enquiries for yourſelves, If I prove from 
the Teſtimony of our Saviour JEsUsS. CHRIST: 
and isAPosTLEs in the New Teſtament;that the 
- Scriptures. of the Old Teſtament were all given 

by Inſpiration of GOD; and if I prove, from 
ſome other Confiderations, that ſuch other Books, | 
as ſome have thought to deſerve: a Place in the 
Old Teſtament Canon, were mere human Com- 

poſitions, that the W:/dom appearing in them 
was not from above by immediate Inſpiration. 

My. firſt Buſineſs then will be to prove, from 
* Teſlimony of our Saviour Ixsus CHRIST aud 
his AposT1.Es8?n the New Teftament, that theScrip- 
tures of the Old Teflament were all given by Inſpi- 
ration ef GOD. "Tis true, there are many other 
Arguments by which the Divine Miſſion . and 
Authority of the Authors of thoſe Books, which 
conſtitute the Canon of the Old Tefhament, mige 


e the Old Teſtament. 


be eviriesd/” The Signs and Wonders wrought 
by Moſes in Egypt at the red Sea and in the | 
Wilderneſs prove that GOD was with him of a 
Truth. -The Fulfilment of the Predictions of 
the Prophers ſhew, that the Inſpiration 'of the 
Almighty gave them Underſtanding. And as for 
thoſe Books of the Old Teſtament, which are not 
ſaid to have been written by Me, or the Pro- 
phets flriftly ſo called, it is 2 light Argument 
to us, that the Jews certainly knew tKem to 
have been given by Inſpiration of GOD, (whos 
ever were the the Penman of them,) becauſe 
they * uſed ſuch Care and Integrity, in compil- 
© ing their Canon, that they would not take into 
it all the Writings even of the Prophets them- 
: ers, (ſuch as the Book of Shemaiah the Pro- 
« phet, and of Iddo the Seer concerning Genea- 
« logies) but only ſuch as they knew to be writ- 
ten by them as Propbets, that is, by Divine In- 
© ſpiration : For we are not to ſuppoſe, that the 
: * Prophets were' inſpired in every Thin 8 they 
© wrote, any more than in all they ſpake. And 
the Prophets themſelves (no doubt) made a 
Diſtinction between what they had written by 
the Spirit of GOD, and that in which they had 
* not his immediate and infallible Direction and 
,» Aſſiſtance. | 
Now, fince the Writings of the Prophets; ; 
which were received by the Jews into the Canon 
of the Scriptures, are (for the moſt Part) taken 
up in Upbraiding and ſharply Rebuking them 
for their Sins, and denouncing the Judginents | 
of GOD againſt them; no Reaſon can be ima- 
4 8 — 
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gined, why they. ſhould refuſe to admit other 
Writin gs * the — (in which it was hardly 

ble there ſhould beany Thing moreungrate- 
ful to them) into the Scripture Canon, but only 
becauſe they knew thoſe Books were not writ- 
ten by Divine Inſpiration ; and this exact and 
= San Care of- the Jews not to admit any 
Thing into the Number of inſpired Mritings, but 
— was unqueſtionably of Divine Original, is a 
very conſiderable Argument that they knew cer- 
tainly, that 7b3ſe Books of the Old Teftament;which 
are not ſaid to have been written by Prophets, 
were nevertheleſs given by Inſpiration of GOD.” 
But I thall (according to my firſt Propoſal) 
wholly wave theſe Things, and whatever elſe 
of the like Nature might be urged, and confine 
myſelf only to the, Teſtimony : of Jxsus CHRIST 
and his APosTLEs inthe New Teflament ; ; becauſe 
this may be reduced to a narrower Compaſs than 
any other Argument I can pitch upon; and will 
be no leſs Convincing and Satisfactory than the 
beſt that can be offered to Ghriftrans, for whom 
alone, and not for e chis Diſcourſe is 
deſigned... 

New ein der to prove the Dine n 

and Huſpirationof the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment from the Teſtimony of JEsUs CHRIST and 
his AvrosTLEs, recorded in the New, I ſhall 
charge my ſelf with two Things. 

1. To ſhow, that. ſusus CHRIS tad; kithros 
STLEs have afſured us, that thoſe Books, which in 
their Days were called the Scriptures, by Muy of 
B n, wore given by Inſpiration of God. wo 
And, 


of the 042 Teſtainent. ALY 


Auch 8 * „ | 
1 2. To prove, that the Books 0 the OUT fat | 
ment, as we now have them, are the ſame"with 
thoſe which were commonly called the Seripitures 
in the Days of Ix sos CHRIST and his APOSTLES; 
And hat they have not undergone any material 
Corruption or Alteration fince. e 
I. I am to:ſhow, that Ixsus CurisT and ie 
Apos 7 LES have aſſured us, that thoſe. Books, which 
in their Days were called the Scriptures,” by Way © 
of Eminence, were 2 by Inſp! ration of _ 
1 here I may. ſay. | 
ö That we are affured of 5 25 * 
china himſelf, whoſe Sayings every fincere Chi- 
tian believes to be ull faithful and true; worthy 
of all Credit and Aecepiation. I ſhall mention 
only three Paſſages in, which CHRIST gave his 
A ebe and teſtified the divine Authority 
of thoſe Books, which in his Day were diſtin- 
guiſhed among the Fetos by the Name of the 
Scriptures. The firſt is Luk. xxiv. 27. in his 
Conference with the two Diſciples going to Er- 
maus, when, beginning at Moſes 2 all al che Pro- 
Phets, He expounded unto them in 4 the Scrip- 
tures, the Thing g5 Concerning Himself. Upon 
which 1 would bigs oe hon mg tt 
1. That in the Judgment of Cux ier; to whom 
GOD. gave the Spitit without Meaſure, there 
were ſame Things in all thaſe: bos, wich the 
Jews then called theStriptzres, that either Pro- 
pPbetically, or Typically; or ſore Way or ther, 
concerned Hime! page whenee: it TE 
follow. od 2 11 r wes; 
8 B 1 That 
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2. That He thought all thoſe Books to have 
been written by Divine Inſpiratten---- For ſince 
the lateſt of them was written. four Hundred 
Years before He aſſumed human Nature, it was 
impoſſible they ſhou}d any of them have a Re- 
ference to Him, unleſs the Inſpiration of the Al. 
mighty (whoſe Prerogative it is to ſbeu the 
Things which are to ceme hereafter) had guided: 
the Authors of the. 
The ſecond Paſſage is in the fame Chapter 
ver. 44, 45, 46. When, ſhewing himſelf unto the: 
Eleven, who were gathered together, He ſaid 
unto them, theſe are the Words which I ſpake 
unto you, While 1 was yet with you, that all 
Things muſt be falfilled which were written in 
the Law of Moſes and in the Prophets, and in 
the Pfalms concerning Me. Then opened He 
their Underſtandings, that they might under- 
ſttand the Scriptures; and ſaid unto them, thus 
it is written and thus it beboved CHRIST to Suf- 
fer, and to riſe from the Dead on the third. 
Day ; &. Upon theſe Words I would ob- 
1 . 8 
1. That our Lord exprefly Affirms, That 
the Writings of Moſes,” of the Prophets, and 
the P/ahms; (which was the celebrated Diviſion. 
of the ſacred "Books at that Day among the 
Fews”) alt of them contained Things which mt 
be fulfilled.--- For which Necgſity, no Reaſon: 
can be given, but only, that theſs Things were 
the determinate Counſels of the Logp, who. 
evangeth not; and who had revealed them to 
lus Servants, the Writers of theſe Books.--- N 0 
_ And 


the ſame Thing concerni what was written 


kv * ; F 
0 * * * — <4 * 
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And if any ſhould. imagine, that all the; Books 
of che Old-Teftament. axe hot included in this 
Diviſion it is added - Then apened He their 
Underſtanding that they might underſtand. the 
Scriptures ;, and faid unto ORs thus it is writ- 
ten and thus it behoved, bc W which you | 


anay obterve. 


2. That our Saviour here tos in effec Afficm 


in the Scriptures in general, which He had be- 
fore, Matib. v. 18. Affirmed of the Law in 
particular, Viz ; That one Tot or Tittle ſhould 
11 no wiſe paſs from it, till all was fulfilled. -— 
Thus 7t 7s Written, and thus it behoved, - what | 
Was written in the Scriptures. muſt. neceſſarily 
be accompliſhed ; which certainly infers their 
Divine Frfdirats, on. For -who hath known 
the Mind of the Lord at any Tine? Or who 
can foretel the Purpoſes of che Governgur of 
the World, but the 1 en He ee 
Himſelf to Reveal UE 5 
Iffit ſhould be objected * that our. . 
in the two Paſſages which have been menti- 
oned, only confirmed the Authority of thoſe 
3 15 the Scriptures of Ha leo ee 
ich Prophe or Typicall ected Him- 
felf; And that 5 h every gg THe of this 
Nature in thoſe Books, m % 4 written 35 In- 
ſpiration ; yet there mig h migh a Mixture in them 


of other Things of a very. different Original; 


{If this I nd ſhould be — 2 to be 
obſer ved.” 


25 2 
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That CunisrT expreſly affirms, that there 
were Things concerning” Himſelf and therefore 
Things given by Inſpiration in all the Scriptures. 
80 that thus much at leaſt is both ſuppoſed in 
the Objection, and will certainly follow from 


the Texts which have been cited, that in 
Cnnisr's Account, all the Books of the Old 
Lament, were written at leaſt in Fart, by 
Divine Inſbiration.c--- 255 
But there is a third Paſſage of our Saviour, 

which plainly extends, not only to all the Bocks 
then received by the Jews for Inſpired Writings, 
but alſo to 4 Things contained in them. For 
He gives the Jeu this Advice, Job. v. 
Search the: Scr1 ptures, for in them ye thi nk ye 
have eternal Life, and theſe are they which te WHY 
of Me. ---- When "He bids them ſearch *h 
Scriptures, He refers them to the ſacred Canon 
which was in their Hands: And when he adds, 
that they thought they bad in them eternal Life, 
He in effect gives them to underſtand that in ſo 
Thinking they were in the Right; or otherwiſe he 
would have undeceived them. Nor did our 
Loxp here refer them to ſome Portions of the 
Scripture excluſtvely of others; but takes in all. 
And who can ſuppoſe, that if he had found 
them wretchedly miſtaken in this Fundamental 
Principle, in taking a Sett of Books for dfvinely 
Inſpired, which were not fo; or were ſo but in 
Hart; He who was ſo much diſpleaſed at their 
teaching fer Do&#rines the Commandments of Men, 
would have Jet them alone in a Miſtake, ſo 
' much more Pernicious; and ſuffered them to 
r | run 
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run on Deceiving, and being drehe ? And 
much leſs can we ſuppoſe it conſiſtent with his 
Office as the great Prophet of the Church, not 
only to ſuffer them to continue in fo « 
| a Miſtake without undeceiving them; but alſd 
* to take ſo viſible and direct a Method to 
Countenance and Confirm them in it. For 
tho what we call an Argument ad Hominem, 
may ſometimes be uſed on Occaſion of a Pes 
e culative Error, without applying our ſelves 
directly to confute it; yet to adviſe the Prac- 
tie of Men (as our Saviour does here) in 
tt Conſequence of an Error, is what no Rules 
us Reaſon or Piety can juſtify on any Occaſi- 

And therefore we ought in Conſcience, 
and in Juſtice to our Saviour to ſu ppoſe, he 
thought the Jews were not miftaken, in tak- 
ing the Scriptures committed to them to be Oracles 
of GOD. And if He thought this was no Miſ- 
take, then we may reſt aſſured that it was not; 
for GOD" gave not the Spirit by Meaſure to Him. 
And now having ſhewn, that Jesvs CHRIST 
Himſelf ſufficiently approved and confirmed the Au- 
therity of thoſe Books, which in bis Time were 
commonly called the Scriptures, there is no necu 
1 1 I ſhould go on to obſerve, , 

2. How full and expreſs bis ArosTLEs are 0 
to the fame Purpoſe. --- However 1 ſhall Juſt 
mention a few Paſſages from them. 
© The firſt Rom. iii. 12. What Advantage then 

hath the Jeu? much every Way: ; chiefly, ; Wars 


that unto them were committed the Oracles of 2 


S Now if the ** had been unf 


bmg in thee * all Nations be Pe 80 


FY 
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in this Important ſacred Truſt, and had either 
ſuppreſſed or corrupted any Part of the Oracles 
of GOD committed to them, or had inſefted 
d Writings among them, they would 
have deprived themſelves of a great Part of that 
Advantage the Apoſtle ſpeaks of; and it is im- 


— to ſuppoſe; that a Perſon animated with 


the Apoſtles Zeal would have neglected ſo great 

an Occaſion, to rebuke and expoſe an Inſtance of 

Perfidiouſneſs, in its own Nature fo abominable, 

and of ſuch fatal Conſequence to Religion. 
A ſecond Paſſage, which in expreſs Terms, and 


not merely by rational Deductions, ſhews — 


the Canon of the Jeaos was approved by 
Spirit of GOD in the Apoſtles, are the W 


of my Text, all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 


of GOD ; which Words (as hath already been 
obſerved ) have a fpecial Reference to the Books 
which were then commonly known among the 


+ Jews — that Name. Theſt, and theſe only, 


Holy Scriptures, which the ApoRile 
— Timothy, in the preceeding Verſe, He had 
known from a Child. Now concerning theſe he 
aſfirms, that hey were all given by Inſpiration of 
GOD.--- Nay, ſo fully was the Apoſtle Pau! 
poſſeſſed of this, that ſpeaking of what came 
almoft directhy from the Mouth of GOD Him- 
felf, he cries out, Gal. iv. 30. What faith. the 
Scripture? Caſt cut the bond Woman and her 
Son. And again, Gal. iii. 8. The Scripture fere- 


ſeeing that GOD would juſtify the Heathen thro 


Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, 


that 


that according to him the Scripture ſaith thus, 
or GOD hake thus, are all one. The Voice of 
GOD, and of the Scripture, in the Apoſtle's 
Language, ſignify the ſame Thing. 

E might. proceed to obſerve, how that moſt of 
the Books of the Old Teffament are one where 
or other alluded to, or cited in the New, as Books 
of Divine Authority. But I have ſaid more than 
enough already to make it appear, that if the 
Ne Teſtament was given by Inſpiration of GOD, 
(as every Chriſtian profeſſes to believe) then zhoſe 
Books, which were known to the. Jews in our 
Saviour's and his Apoſtle's Times, by the Name 
of He Scriptures, were ſo too. Nay, in one 
Thing (as a Learned Man obſerves) thoſe Books 
have an Advantage above the Books of the New 
© Teſtament itſelf ; that the Canon of them was 
© confirmed by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
© which is a Conſideration that ought to give us 
© abundant Satisfaction. | =, OM 

But perhaps it will be objected, that how well 


ſoever we may be ſatisfied, that thoſe Books 


were given by Inſpiration of GOD, which were 
commonly called the Scriptures, in the Days of 
Jesvs CnrIsT and His AyosTLEs ; yet this can 


be no Security to ws, that the Books of the Old 


Teſtament, as we now have them, are the fame ; 
or if they be the ſame in Subſtance, yet that they 
have not ſuffered: Corruptions and Alterations of 
the laſt Importance. And unleſs we could be 


fecure of this, we can never know what'to truſt 


to in them. In anſwer to this therefore, I pro- 
ceed to the ſecond Thing, which was, | 


of ;be Old Teftament, - ' 5 


2. Fo 
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2. To prove, that the Books of the Old Tefta- 


ment; as Wwe now have them, are the ſame with 


thoſe, which were: commonly called the Scri ptures, 
in the Days of Ixsvs CHRIST and bis APOSTLEs 3 
And that they bg've not undergone any material 
Corruption or. Alteration fince. 

The Truth of theſe Things is ſo very obvious; 


to one who hath well conſidered all Circumſtan- 


ces, that they hardly need any pr e to ſup- 
port them. | 
For the firft Proſehtes to Chriſtians 'y . were 

from among the Jews themſelves to the Num- 


ber of many Thouſands. Theſe were as famili- 
arly acquained with the Books then called he 
Holy Scriptures, as the other Jews were, Who 


ſtill continued zealous of the Law of Moſes. 


And ſince theſe Books were owned and acknow- 
ledged, quoted and referred to, and all People ex- 
horted and encouraged to ſearch and ſtudy them 


as the Word of GOD, both by Jesvs ChRIST, 


and alſo by His ArosTLEs ; and eſpecially ſince 
much Uſe was made of them to prove againſt the 
unbelieving Fews, that Ixsus was the Mefhah pro- 
miſed unto the Fathers by the Prophets, and = 
no other was to.be expected, we muſt needs from 
hence conclude, that the Doctrines of thoſe 


Books, as they were then extant, were eſteemed 


by the Chriſtian Jews as Part of the Doctrine of 


| Jesus ; and that thoſe Laws and Commands 


which were there found, were kept and obſer- 


ved by all Chriſtians, the F ollowers of Jxsus, 


except where it appeared that Ixsus had ' freed 


| chem from the Obligation of them; and that 


the 
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the Chriſtiun muſt be as ſolicitous, as the unchri- 
ftianized Yews could be, to preſerve thoſe Books 
uncerrupt and pure, from whence they fetcht a 
great Part. of the Arguments, by whith they 
endeavoured to defend their own Principles, and 
to perſwade their unbelieving Brethren to em- 
brace them alſo, . 
Now theſe Books being at once in the Hands 
of the unchriſtianized and of the chriſtian. Jews; 
(I might add Gentiles alſo ) being reyerenced 
and eſteemed by both, as Oracles of GOD ; 
and by both appealed to on all Occaſions to de- 
fend and juſtify the Points in which they differ- 
ed * and the Difference in thoſe Points, on the 
fide of the unbelieving Jes, being carried to great 
Outrage and Extremity, to furious Perſecution, 
and frequent ſhedding of Blood; it became 
( through the Providence of GOD, who often 
brings Good out of Evil ) an effectual ſecurity. 
againſt any. future material Corruption; or a te- 
ration of the Books then called the Holy 
tures, rendering it in the very Nature of te 
Thing Impoſſible. | 
For if any of thoſe Books had bens id any 
Time ſince; been ſuppreſſed, or any new unin=. 
ſpired Book had been added to their Number; 
if any Addition, or Detraction, or material Al- 
contin had been made in any Paſſages of any 
of them; it muſt have been done, either by the 
joint Conſent both of Jews and Chriftzans, or by 
one or other of the Parties alone. 

Now I think no Body can be ſo weak Jt 
fooliſh, as to dream it poſſible, that all of both 

C „ 
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Parties ſbculd combine in ſuch a deteſtable Un- 
dertaking ; ſince the Jeus were filled with ſuch 
Rage and Malice againſt their chriſtian Bre- 
thren, as, on all Occafions, and in all Places, to 
ſtir up the Rulers and the People againſt them ; 
to proſecute them to Bonds, Impriſonment, and 
Death itſelf.--- Or ſuppoſing both Parties had 
been fo void of the Fear of GOD, as to be dif- 
' poſed to ſuch an helliſh Enterprize, and the 
Fews could have laid aſide their Animoſity, till 
a more proper Seaſon of expreſſing it; yet, 
bat Corruptions could peſſbly have been agreed 
| pon between them? ---- 

The Cbriſtians, upon ſuch a Suppoſition, muſt 
have been for corrupting thoſe Paſſages, from 
which the Jeus argued, that their Maſſias was 
to appear in worldly Pomp and Splendor, to 
fight their Battels, and ſubdue their Enemies for 
them, and to raiſe their State to an higher Pitch 
of Glory and Renown, than it had ever been 
advanced to before.--- Again, on the other Hand, 
the Jews muſt have been for expunging or al- 

tering all thoſe Paſſages, from which the primi- 
tive Chriſtians argued, that the Me as was to be 
a Man of Serrows and acquainted with Grief, 
and to endure all that Contradiction of Sinners, 
which their Maſter J=svs underwent : So that 
it was utterly impoflible,” that the two contend- 
ing Parties ſhould be at any Agreement between 
themſelves, what to corrupt or alter. 
Again, it was no leſs impoſſible for either of 
the Parties /e eparately to make any material Al- 
teration in thoſe Books, which both appealed to, 
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to decide the Controverſy; without. being diſ- 


covered and expoſed by their Adyerfaries.---- 
For beſure the. bitter Zeal of the unbelieving 
Tews would prompt them to keep a ſtrict Eye 
upon the Chriſtians. And again, the Wicked- 
neſs and Violence of their Adverſaries was a 
ſufficient Warning to the Chri/trans, to be no 
K e,, a 
Moreover, as it appears impoſſible in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, ſo it is æpident in Fact, that 
no material Alteration hath been made by either 
Party ; becauſe the Paſſages, which either of 
the Parties would have been under the moſt 
Temptation to alter, all of them remain exactly 
the ſame to this very Day, both in the e 
and the M Copies i. 
And now,having proved from the Teſtimony 
of JesUus CuRISsT and his ArosrLEs in the 
New Teſtament, that thoſe Books which were 
called the Holy Scriptures, in the Days of our 
Saviour and his Apoltles, were all given. by In- 
ſpiration of GOD: And having from other 
Conſiderations ſhown, that the Books of the 
Old Teſtament, as we now have them, are the 
ſame, which were then called the Holy Scrip- 
tures, having ſuffered no material Alteration or 
Corruption fince : I perſwade my ſelf you will 
all agree, that a Chriſtian who believes the Di- 
vine Inſpiration of the Scriptures of the New 
_ Teſtament, need not make any Demur or Dif- 
ficulty about the Divine Inſpiration of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament ; And that he can 
have no juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that any Book 2 
e . Books 
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Books have been admitted into the Canon of 
the Old Teſtament, which were of meer hu- 
mane Compoſition. 
But may it not ſtill be feared, that os ancient 

Books which deſerve, and ought to have bad a 
Place, in the Canon of the Old Teftament, have 

been Rept out of it. Certain it is, that the Ro- 
manifts have added ſome Apocryphal Books to 
the Scripture Canon. And perhaps a few Pro- 
reftant Divines, who are as far from bein g Po- 


| 7500 ly affefted, as any of their Brethren, may have 


ntertained too high an Opinion of ſome of thoſe 


Books. And therefore I ſhall roceed to fay,-- 
That theſe were not given by 12 ration F GOD, 


ut were mere humane Compoſures ; and liable 


zo the ſame Defects and Miſtakes with other Writ- 
mmgs of human Original. For the clearing of 
this Point, I ſhall endeavour two Things. 

1. To prove that the Books, commonly cal- 


led the e were pot given by Inſpiration 


of GOD. And 


2. To fhew the Vanity of the Pretences, 94 
which the Romaniſts would perfwade us to think 


more highly of them, than we ought to think. 
I. Tam to prove,that the Books, commonly cal- 


led the Apocrypha, were not given by Inſprrats an 


o GOD. 


And indeed the 50% Namie by which they 
are called intimates,that they are to lie bid, when 


Proof is to be made of any Thing in Religion; 
becauſe that, not being written under the infalli- 


ble Guidance of the Spirit of GOD, they are 
not of ſufficient Authority to put an End to Con- 
troyerſies. For 
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For the Proof of which I ſhall mention dV 


two Arguments among the many which have 


been uſed.--- ig. 


1. Becauſe they were never received, nor ac- 


#nowleadged, by the Jews, as Inſpired W 8 TY 


And, a 

Becauſe every Book of them bath. Ehe. 
1 in Doctrine or Hiſtory. 
I. It appears that the Books, commonly called 
the Apochrypba, were not given by Inſpiration of 
GOD, becauſe they were never received, nor ac- 
knowledged, by the Jews, as inſpired Writings. 
That theſe Books were not received as Inſpired 
Writings by the Jews, we have the Teſtimony 
of their Countryman Joſephus, who tells us, 
that it was only thoſe 9 which we com- 
monly call wor Scriptures of the Old Teftament, 
which the Jews thought themſelves bound to 
believe, And that though they had a Venera- 
tion for the Apocryphal Writings, yet it was in- 
comparably ſhort of what they aſcribed to the 
other, for want of the Succeſſional Line and De- 
ſcent of the Prophets, to make them as Authen- 
tick and Sacred as the other were; to which 
they gave as much Credit as to their own Eyes: 
And never durſt make any Attempt upon them, 
either to add, or to diminiſh, or ſo much as but 
to transform or diſguiſe them.---- In like Man- 
ner all the reſt of the Jews ſtill do, and always 
did, unanimouſly reject theſe Apocrypbal Books 
as no Part of ma Ks nh,” 3 ” 

n 
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think the Romanifts themſelves don't preſume to 


| fay, that theſe Books were ever GEN as Ca- 


— by the Fews, 
Now we know, that 70 the Fews were commit- 


ted the Oracles of GOD. And we are well 


aſſured alſo, that they were faithſul to the Truft 
repoſed in them: that, according to the Teſti- 


mony of Joſephuis above-mentioned, they durſt 


not add, diminiſh, or ſo muck as in the leaſt 


transform or diſguiſe any of theſe Oractes. I 


ſay we are well aſſured of this, becauſe (as I 


have ſhown in the former Part of this Diſcourſe) 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles abundantly ap- 
proved and confirmed the Canon of the Old- 
Teſtament as it was received by the Jews in 
their Time. Now if the Jews faithfully pre- 


| ſerved the Oracles of GOD, down to the Time 


of our Saviour, and yet received not the Apocry- 


pba into their Canon; it thence plainly allows, 
_ that the Apocryphal Writings were not Oraclzs 
of GOD, nor given by Divine Inſpiration. . | 


| in. : 
2. The ſame Thing is ; further” evident, becauſe 
all the Apocryphal Books contain ſome. Falſhoods, 


either in Dottrine, or in Hiſtory. 


\ Thus for Inſtance, the Book of Tobit brings i in 
15 ngel Raphael with a Lye in his Mouth, 


Tob. v. 12. ſaying that he was Azariah the Son 


of Ananias, which is far from the Spirit of GOD, 


or the Nature of Holy Angels, who cannot fin. 
He preſcribes alſo the Magical Foolery, chap. vi. 
ver. 16, 17. of chaſing away the Devil with the 
Heart and Liver of a Fiſh. And he aſſumes that 


unto 
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unto himſelf and fix other Angels, chap. xii. 


ver. 16. which is the peculiar Work of CHRIST, | 


to preſent the Prayers of the Saints. 

The Book of Judith, Jud. ix. 2, 3, 4. highly 
. extols that barbarous inhuman Action of Simeon 
and Levi, which their Father Jacob, in his Pro- 
phetic dying Words to his Sons, condemns and 
curſes. Gen. xlix. 7. It repreſents her praying 


to GOD for a Blefling on her Lyes ; and ſpeaks 
of a City and a Fact, neither of them commemo- 


rated by any other Writer of the Jewiſh Affairs, 


and therefore at leaſt of very doubtful Credit. 


| Baruch faith he wrote his Book in Babylon, 
Bar. i. 1, 2. at a Time when it appears from 
the Prophecy of Jeremiah, that he was with . 


the Prophet in Jeruſalem; and that he was 
afterwards carried with him by Jabanan into 
Egypt. chap. vi. ver. 3. This Bock alſo makes 


Feremah propheſy, that the Jews ſhould conti- 


nue in Babylon for ſeven Generations ; whereas 


in Truth he propheſied only of ſeventy Tears 


Captivity, and no more Was : fulfilled. 


But I ſhould weary both myſelf and you, if I 
ſhould go through all the Apocryphal Books, 
with ſuch particular Remarks upon them. 


ſhall conclude this Head therefore with an Ob- 


ſervation or two upon the Book of Wiſdom, which 


hath perhaps as little exceptionable, and as many 


valuable Things in it, as any among thein. 


The Author of cli Book pretends himſelf to 


be Solomon, chap. ix. ver. 7, 8. whereas he al- 
ludes (as is generally ſuppoſed) chap. iv. ver. 2. 
to the Grecian Games, which were not inſtituted 
till 
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till after the Days of Solomen: However, we 
need no other Evidence that he was not an In- 
ſpired Writer, but his unjuſt and cruel Sentence 


againſt Baſtards, in the End of his third Chapter; 


a Sentence at leaſt as ſhocking as any Damna- 


| * Article in the Atbangſian Creed. 


n ſhort, there are ſo many, and ſuch groſs Er- 
rors and Falſhoods in theſe Books (as I could eaſily 
go on to ſhew, if the Time would permit, ) that it 


impoſſible any Argument whatever ſhould 
give us juſt Reaſon to think them of Divine 


Original. For no Argument can ever drive us 
into any greater Abſurdity to eſcape its Force, 
than it would be to aſcribe: ſuch notorious In- 
ſtances of Frailty and Fallibility, as moſt of theſe 


' Books abound with, to the FRY and Infallible 
Spirit of GOD. 


But we have no Reaſon to be ſolicitous on 
this Head, for (fo far as I can conjecture from 


| what I have ever yet ſeen) we are not likely to 


be purſued and preſſed with ſuch Arguments 
for the Divine Inſpiration of theſe Books, as can 
much affect any but thoſe, who are pre- diſpoſed 
by ſome other Conſiderations to receive them 
Kindly, and to think the beſt of them. -For 
what though it be true, as the Papiſts urge, that 


the Ap ocr ce Writings are ſometimes quoted 


by the Cbhriſtian Fathers? ſo alſo Paſſages are 
taken from Menander and Epimeni des by the 
Apoſtle Paul; and the latter is called a Prophet 
too; And yet no Body ever thought the Writ- 
ings of theſe Heathen Poets Canoni red by ſuch 
Quotations.--- 

| And 
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And what though the Fathers ſome times 
call the Apocryphal Books Canonical? ſince they 
often called every Thing elſe ſo, which in their 
Day was wont to be read in Churches; as were 
the Sufferings of the Martyrs and divers 
other Things, which neither they, nor any 
Body elſe ever thought to be of Divine Autho- 
rity or Inſpriration.— And what though theſe 
Books were brought into the Scripture Canon, 
and confirmed by the Popes Authority, in the 
beginning of the fifth Century? We ſhall hard- 
ly pay any great Deference to hat, till we find 
his Infallibility better proved, than we have 
ever ſeen it yet. 

But ſo much may ſuffice for the Vanity of 
the Pretences by which the Romaniſts would 
obtrude upon us a Sett of uninſpired Books 

for Divine Oracles ; which was the laſt Thing 
I propoſed to conſider. 6 

And now let us turn from diſputing to adoring 
and praiſing GOD, for his Wiſdom Power and 
Grace diſplayed in bringing the greateſt Good 
out of one of the worſt of Evils; in making 
the bitter Zeal with which contending Parties 
about Religion are ſo generally inflamed, a moſt 
effectual Security againſt any dangerous Corrup- 
tion or Alteration of the Holy Scriptures. And 
let us bleſs his Name for affording us ſufficient 
Lights to determine what was given by Inſpira- 
tion of GOD, and what not, at fo vaſt a diſtance 


of Time from us, as the laſt of the Books of the 
Old Teſtament were written, 


D Theſe 


26 On the Inſpiration of the Scriptures 

Theſe Things are the Lorp' s Doings, and 
they may well be Marvellous in our Eyes ; 
Great*and Marvellous are thy Works, Loxn 
GOD Almighty : Fuſt and true are thy. Ways, 
thou King of Saints, Who ſhall not fear thee, O 
Log, and glorify thy Name? 
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